[Propafenone, flecainide, procainamide in the treatment of a fresh attack of atrial fibrillation].
The purpose of the present work was an assessment of the effectiveness of intravenously administered propafenone, flecainide and procainamide in restoration of sinus rhythm in patients with atrial fibrillation attack lasting not more than 48 hours, The studies were carried out in 95 patients, including 30 treated with propafenone, 27 with flecainide, and 38 with procainamide. Propafenone turned out to be effective in 23 patients (76.7%), flecainide in 19 patients (70.4%), and procainamide in 14 patients (36.8%). Each of the drugs more effectively restored sinus rhythm in patients with smaller size of the left atrium and with shorter duration of atrial fibrillation attack, and propafenone and flecainide were also more effective in younger patients. The return of sinus rhythm was accompanied a reduction of the size of the left atrium. None of the studied drugs caused any more important adverse effects.